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of you who stood up for me, you deserve
some sort of Purple Heart, and I want to
thank you for that, as well. [Laughter]

But now you have something you didn’t
have so much of—you didn’t have any of in
’92 and not so much of in ’96. You have evi-
dence. Some of our Republican friends, I’ve
got to hand it to them. When it comes to
the budget or how we ought to pay for pre-
scription drugs, evidence doesn’t faze them.
They don’t care about the evidence. They
just know what they think.

But most people, I think, in Indiana and
the States bordering Indiana—a lot of you
have friends there, in States that could go
either way—really care about whether what
we’re doing is consistent with our values and
will actually work. That’s one of the reasons
that I wanted so badly to be there for Julia
today, because she works and she gets things
done. Again, I just can’t thank you enough
for helping her.

And thank you, Jeff, for indirectly having
me in your home. I hope I can have a
raincheck. I’ve been trying to visit you for
a lot longer than I’ve been President. So
maybe some day we’ll get it done.

Thank you all very, very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House to the reception
at a private residence in Indianapolis, IN. In his
remarks, he referred to reception host Jeffrey
Smulyan; Gov. Frank O’Bannon of Indiana and
his wife, Judy; Senator Bayh’s wife, Susan; Mayor
Bart Peterson of Indianapolis, IN; and Joseph J.
Andrew, national chair, Democratic National
Committee. Representative Carson is a candidate
for reelection in Indiana’s 10th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Telephone Remarks to a Reception
for Hillary Clinton
October 7, 2000

The President. Well, I’m just sorry I’m
not there. I’ve looked forward to coming to
visit you in Indiana for a long time. I want
to begin just by thanking you and Mel for
being such good friends to Hillary and me.
I’ve been with you in Colorado and Florida,
and I really wanted to come up there and
see you.

And I want to thank Cindy and Paul for
hosting this tonight. And I want to thank all
the people who are there to help Hillary. I
really—as I said, I looked forward to being
there. But as I told Bren a few hours ago,
I’ve been up almost without sleep for 2 days
trying to deal with the situation in the Middle
East. It’s quite violent, and it presents a real
threat to the peace process that everybody
there has worked for, for 71⁄2 years now. I
just couldn’t leave the telephone and my re-
sponsibilities here. I hope you’ll forgive me
for not being there with you.

Bren Simon. Well, we certainly under-
stand. We do want you to know that Senator
Evan Bayh and Susan are with us tonight,
and they send their best regards to you.

The President. I’m just trying to get an-
other vote for Evan up there in the Senate.
[Laughter] He doesn’t need a lot of help,
but he could use all the help he can get. I
want to say to all of you there, Evan and
Susan have been friends of Hillary’s and
mine for a long time, since Evan knocked
me out as being the youngest Governor in
America. We like them. We respect them.
We care for them, and I’m just thrilled that
they’ve done as well as they have for Indiana
and for the United States in Washington.
Evan has really, really had an impact on the
Senate, and you should be very proud of him.

The only other thing I want to say is that
I know how difficult it is to raise funds for
a candidate from another State a long way
away, even somebody who is the First Lady.
But this is really a worthy cause. The other
side has raised, I think, between the two can-
didates that have run against Hillary, a total
of $50 million. So we’ve had to work real
hard and get support from our friends around
the country.

She has done so well. She’s got a big de-
bate tomorrow morning, and keep your fin-
gers crossed for her. I must say, I’m abso-
lutely convinced, based on over 30 years of
working in politics and seeing people in pub-
lic life, that she will be one of the great
United States Senators of the last several
years, if we can just get through these next
4 or 5 months. And I think all of you will
be very proud that you came there and
helped her win. I just can’t tell you how
grateful I am.
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Mrs. Simon. Well, we agree with you, as
far as Hillary’s campaign is concerned, and
we’re all here to support her. And I wanted
you to know also that George Hamilton flew
in from L.A. especially to be with us tonight,
so he’s a little disappointed, too.

The President. I’m sorry I didn’t get to
see George. [Laughter] I kind of resent it.
You know, when I came here, I was like
George. I looked younger than I am, and now
I look like I’m about half-dead. [Laughter]
I still feel pretty good for a guy with a lot
of miles on him. [Laughter] Thank you for
coming, George.

Mrs. Simon. Mr. President, is it possible
for Ian, our grandson, to say hello to you?

The President. Absolutely.
Mrs. Simon. Ian, say hello.
Ian Skjodt. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Hello, Ian, how are you?
Ian. Good.
The President. How old are you?
Ian. Six.
The President. I think you’re on your way

to being a good public speaker. [Laughter]
Mrs. Simon. Would you like to say hello,

Samantha? Come up here, Eric and
Samantha. They’re very, very disappointed
you couldn’t be here, but they’re excited to
say hello to you.

Samantha Skjodt. Hello?
The President. Hello, Samantha.
Samantha. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Samantha. Fine.
The President. And how old are you?
Samantha. Eleven.
The President. That’s great. Well, I’m

sorry I didn’t get to meet you.
Mrs. Simon. Eric and Samantha are twins,

so Eric is going to say hello to you now.
Eric Skjodt. Hello.
The President. Hi, Eric.
Eric. Hi. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Good job. I think you

ought to bring them to see me in the White
House before I go.

Mrs. Simon. You know, we were excited
to find out that we’ll probably come in and
see a movie or something in the near future
with the children, if that’s okay.

The President. Absolutely. We’ll set it up.
Mrs. Simon. Okay, great.

The President. I’m so grateful to all of
you who are there. And let me say just one
little serious word. I’m also very grateful for
the chance I’ve had to serve, and I’m glad
our country is in such good shape. But this
is a really important election, because the de-
cisions we make will determine whether we
stick with an economic policy that’s working,
build on a health care policy, stick with an
education policy that’s working, and continue
to change in the right direction or do some-
thing entirely different that I think won’t
work nearly as well.

This is an election that’s going to have real
consequences for the American people, and
sometimes I’m concerned that because times
are good, people think it doesn’t much mat-
ter. It matters a lot. I guess you know that,
or you wouldn’t be there tonight, even for
Mel and Bren and Cindy and Paul. But I’m
very grateful to you, and I thank you very,
very much.

Mrs. Simon. Thank you very much. Thank
you for calling.

The President. Thank you all, and good
night.

Mrs. Simon. Good luck with everything.
The President. Thanks. Keep your fingers

crossed. Thanks, Evan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House to the reception
at a private residence in Indianapolis, IN. In his
remarks, he referred to reception hosts Bren and
Melvin Simon; their daughter, Cindy Simon
Skjodt, their son-in-law, Paul Skjodt, and their
grandchildren Ian, Samantha, and Eric Skjodt;
Senator Bayh’s wife, Susan; and actor George
Hamilton.

Interview With Joe Klein of the New
Yorker in New York City
July 5, 2000

President’s Historical Perspective
Mr. Klein. Do you essentially agree with

my sense that you had—that the big issue
has been moving from the industrial age to
the information age, and that—I mean, the
toughest thing——

The President. Yes. The short answer to
that is yes.


